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HISTORIC AERIAL PHOTO OF AMBLER

by Newton M. Howard

Keasbey ‘& Mattison
Company, - in the early
1920's, was preparing a cata-
log showcasing their exten-
sive line of asbestos prod-
ucts. Dr. Richard V.
Mattison, company
President, believed that a
striking photograph should
be used on the cover. The
agency concurred, suggest-

ing an early aerial photo-

graph that showed their
Ambler plants and a section
of the town. Next step was to
seek out the maker of this
photograph for permission to

" use it on the cover.

They found that Wlllxam
Nicholson Jennings, interna-

tionally-known photograph-

er, had made the aerial photo
in 1920, and that his studio
was located in Philadelphia.
On meeting with Jennings, it

‘was learned that he was

well-known for his accom-
plishments in both photogra-
phy and science. He was

- born into a wealthy family in

Yorkshire, England, in 1860.
A change in England's eco-

nomic conditions caused his

father to lose their woolen

mills in 1876, with the fami-

ly coming to America sever-

al years later to seek their

fortunes in the New World.
William Jennings, on

- Wanamaker's

This is believed to be Ambles first aerial ph

Made in 1920 for Keasbcy & Matuson

Company by internationally known photographer William N. Jennings, it marked the start of - -
aerials taken from an airplane. Used as tile cover photo : for their catalog, it was the first time
an aerial photograph was used to illustrate an advertising piece. Details of K&M facilities have '

been strengthened by a commerc1a1 art1st whlle subduing details of the town. "
anii i Baate “From Collection of Newton M. Howand
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arrival .in ° Philadelphia,

began looking for employ-
ment in center city. His

search took him to John
store. -on
Market. Street. He had been
trained in stenography and
typewriting in England, and

while Jennings was being
.Jenmngs sp,oke up,

intérviewed for a stcn\o’-
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* Remington typewriter sales-

man entered. He attempted
to sell his product for use in
the store's offices. Showing
interest, ' Wanamaker stated

*that he had no one who could .

 typewriter.

operate |3
asking
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‘given " him by

"’permissio_n 't6 “demonstrate

-.the ‘machine, * impressing
- Wanamaker to such a degree
. that he hired Jennings and
gave the Remington sales-
‘man an order for typewriters.
Jennings thus became John
Wanamaker's first typist. °

It was but a few years
later that he became interest-

. ~i'ed in photography, experi-

Home Equlty Great Fixed

menting with such subjects .
as lightning. It was he who'
first photographed streaks of
lightning, showing their true
form, ‘rather than zig-zag
lines. His collection of light-
ning photographs is today
housed at -the Franklm

Institute, of which he ‘was a
'leetmc member. [l ol

< In 1889 - he . pho-'
tographed the Johnstown '
Flood, ' using ' eqmpmentv i
George

Eastman, founder .- of

‘Eastman Kodak Company.
+ Around this time, he became

fascinated with photography
bemg done from free-float-
ing' balloons. Believing he
could. improve ‘upon the
quahty of these photographs

( Conrmued on page33)
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. he approached a balloonist,
arranging to accompany him_
on his flights. The highlight

- of his aerial photography

g career came'on July "4th,

1 1893, when he was the first

" person to successfully pho-
tograph Philadelphia from a .
free-floating balloon. This
was the first city in the world
to be photographed in such a
fashion. Boston had been
photographed _earlier, but
from an anchored balloon. '

Following his success in
aerial photography, he ‘was
contacted by steamship lines
anxious to secure better pho-
tographs. aboard ships on the
open sea. His photographs
showed a marked improve-
ment in quality, ‘with the
result that he crossed the
Atlantic for ‘the next six
years, making photographs
aboard all the major liners,
such as the Lusitania and
Mauritania. He was away for
weeks at a time from his.
wife and three children back

. in the United States. . .

7 While working for the
Canadian Pacific Steamship
Company, out of England, he
followed with interest White
Star Line's activity in having
the world's largest fleet of
ocean-going passenger
steamships built at Belfast.
Because he ‘had been away
from home for some time, he
purchased a ticket to New
York on the maiden voyage
of one of these ships. It was
called the "Titanic" and was
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both fast and luxuﬁéuég as

well as being described as o

“unsinkable". He looked for-
ward to this adventure and
his Tuggage was packed long
before the maiden voyage
“scheduled for April 10th of

1912, from Southampton.
- He planned to do much pho- -
* ‘tography aboard the ship and

-was in Southampton a week

‘before its departure. Here he

was contacted by Charles |

Stokes, representative of his
employer, the

Canadian

" would lose his: contract with

. sea- aboard the "Empress",

the Titanic news was

him to .stay in England
longer to do more shipboard
-photography - aboard the
Empress of Britain. He was
-told that if he did not stay, he °

posted

William
Jennings died in ‘1946 after
having lived life to - the
fullest. It was in 1949 that
his son Ralph Jennings, with
wife Lois, purchased a home

. in Fort Washington where
they raised two sons. One of
the sons, "Nick" Jennings, is

the Canadian Line. .= . .
i -Regrettably, he turned
in. for refund his ticket. for
that trip aboard the "Titanic".
Days- later when he was at

today in Fort Washington. It
was Lois Jennings who con-
tributed much toward -mak-

Jennings- learned :of 'the
‘Titanic disaster. * For _the
-remainder of his life, -he
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