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by Newton M. Howard § :
- The alarm continued to |
. sound as hundreds converged
. on the scene of the fire at Forest
Avenue School, That Saturday
afternoon in February of 1926
‘was cold and overcast as crowds
were drawn to the fire by
columns of billowing black
smoke and the rosy glow in the
sky. Fifteen year old Helen
Bowers, who lived next door,
had seen the smoke earlier and
turned in the alarm. She and
her younger brother then went
to the school, broke a window
in the office and rescued what-
ever could be carried away. : 8
Helen was a student at the new
Ambler High School on Tennis
Avenue, opened only two and
a half years before. :

It was in September of  qp¢ shoyoeranh of the aftermath of the stAvenue%éhoolﬁreon February 20, 1926 i
1891 that the old school, being ¢, be]:he on%l;gne in existence and was taken the day after the fire by Forest Avenue School
consumed by fire, first opened. - ‘Miss Florence Whiteside. Walls of the upper floor have completely fallen in with only the chin
Principal Aaron H. Manderbach neys remaining. A light snow had fallen and traces of steam can be seen rising from the ruins,
o rachors Miss HanmhBean (' =~ Dhoiogriph furnishiad by Johs Astler, son of teacher Florence Whiteside (Astle

and Miss Edith Ermentrout : = e —_—
were in charge. This was g areo watching the school's __imore than a thousand of them, . treams of water on building
Ambler's only public school destruction were Supervising* with relatively little masonry . surrounding the school, as we
and had a total enrollmenton  pripcinal Jacob M. Fisher, " support, especially on the upper *as Mt. Pleasant Baptist Churc
that opening day in 1891 of just  princina) Elam E. Kerschner, . floor. The fire is believed to - across Spring Garden Stree
128 students. ..x; s oo o teachers Raymond Durican, . . liave started in the basement, * ; Soon the entire roof had fall

- Among those watching i Milspaugh and Abram " where the heating system, fired " - en in as well as the upper wall
the burning school were many Hunsicker. . by bituminous ¢oal, waslocated. - /" During the blaze, a grou

2

teachers, one of them Florence - “Wissahickon Fire Co i Iwo firemen were over- , of volunteer ladies, under th
Whiteside, »Wl?? had taught at " 1 'vwag assisted by adozen . come by smoke and had to'be " “leadership of prominent loca
Forest Avenue for three years, companies from surroundirig * * carried from the first floor of * business woman Carrie Heiss

She was heard remarking to regions, a fire such as this hav-
fellow teachers Anna Gear, | ing high priority among fire
Bessie Dunmoyer and Evelyn . fighters, They tried valiantly
Kulp that she had a new cam- * gt o three hours to save
era but didn't remember to bring 11 structure, but all in vain,
it along, being almost certain The building, of brick and stone,
that Some?ggay i the crowd . pa iy unus’ually large num-
today would have acamerato oy o Y num-
photograph such a devastating * er of small WIE‘dO?mnes,

. HOW TO SPOT A

the blazing inferno by their . served hot coffee and lunch
comrades. They were treated Mrs. Heiss, whose husbanc
n the spot by local physicians - Walter had been an active mem:
- present, There was a great .. ber of the Wissahickon Fire
nger of both the roof and the . "Company until his death’ir
upper walls falling in, making 1912, was one of the larges
it necessary to keep onlookers _ property owners in Ambler.”
back at a'safe distance. Assisting g ;

ympanies played continuous (Continued on Page 263

.- MARTIAL ARTS EXPERT
 If you're fooking for a threatening ™
- looking, nunchaku wielding, "ninja-type"
] warrior, you've been watching too much TV,
4 Inreality martial arts experts are moms,”
) dads, business people and families who are

- searching for more than just a workout
x their spare time. If you want to spota i
martial arts expert-look for individuals with -
- poise, self-confidence, and character.

Montgomery County Martial -
Arts Center _ |
- 56 Butler Ave. Ambler | | -

~ 646-8100 |

-~

E. Butler Ave.
Ambler, PA -
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Forest Avenue School Destroyed by Fire

(Continued from Page 1 8)
- Even as the fire continued

/' to burn, the school board was

on the scene arranging for the
displaced Forest Avenue stu-
dents to be distributed between
the two remaining schools,

Mattison Avenue and the I-hgh
School on Tennis Avenue, with-
out any interruption of their
schooling This decision, of
course, was regretted by many
of the students who were ach-

ipating a long hohday follow-
ing the fire. ‘

The firemen were called
back to the building several
times on Monday to extinguish
the flames which broke out
again in the ruins, in spite of a
light snow that 'had fallen.
Following this, watchmen were
placed at the fire scene.

. The School Board held an
€mergency the Monday

following the fire to dlscuss ]

Night Serwce
For Your Car

- @Mon-Fri7AMto 11 PM

@ ASE Certified Service & Parts Technicians
o Two Full Shifts e Auto Repair Shop
o Factory Authorized Warranty Service
~' Bought at Knopf or Elsewhere

OFF

finy Service

219 E. ButLER AVE. « AMBLER
- 643-2370 ‘

KNoPF CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH

With this ad. Offer expires March

1,1998. Not Valid with any other
offerorcoupon. <=

Cash, Check or Credit Card

-646-2080

Knopr DobGe / Dobge TRuck
717 N. BETHLEHEM Pie « Ambler
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rough plans for a new build-

" ing with local architect Watson

Phillips. He suggested that an
attempt should be made to use

any brick and stone that could

be salvaged from the fire, and
at this meeting estimated that

* anew school could be erected

in six months. This however

-"did not come about, because it

was Fall of the year after the
fire before the new building
was ready for occupancy.

.~ The new school, completed
with fewer window panes than’
its predecessor, was to serve

the school district for many
years, with thousands of stu-
dents passing through its por-
tals, before abandonment as a

school Its final use was as the -

headquarters for SAGA, only
to be abandoned by that group

-in'recent times. g = :
;Al.andscape Classes

Spring Landscape Classes

< Classes are held at Morris

Arboretum's Widener Visitor

Center. For more information,
‘Or to register: 247 5777 (ext
<156 0r 125) i :

| Hospltal

Offers Adult
CPR Course

Chestnut Hill Hospltal ,
8835 Germantown Avenue
in Philadelphia, is holding its
next course in cardiopulmonary
resuscitation, CPR, on Monday,
February 16, from 5:30t0 9: 30
p.m. Through lecture, demon-
strations and practi,ce, the
American Heart Association's
Heart Saver course teaches par:

ticipants CPR techniques that

can be used until medical help
arrives. The course also includes
instruction in the Heimlich

- Maneuver to aid choking vic-

tims. Participants receive Heart

Association certification upon

completlon of the course.
The CPR course is open

. toanyone age 16 and over. The

cost is $30.
Registration is reqmred ‘

“as class size is limited. For more

information or to register call

 the Department of Community
- Health Educauon at 215-248-
8395 -

Adverhse in’ -

" SELL YOUR CAR @ HIRE SOME HELP @ CLEAN'OUT YOUR A'I'I'IC
SCHEDULE YOUR YARD SALE @ RENT THAT EMPTY APARTMENT
‘ PLACEA CLASSIFIED AD IN THE ENTERPRISE

15 WORDS'ONLY $11
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Ads will appear In three Enterprlse publlcatlons reachlng alI homes In Ambler g
Borough, Upper Dublin Townshlp and Sprlngfleld Townshlp P>

Additional Lines at $3.00 per line/ 5 words per Ilne

Classified ads will be set In 7 point type.

Head and Phone Number will be set in Tpolnt bold
Send your ad with check or - -Name _
money order to... "~ “ Address”
Enterprise Newspapers
852 Tennis Ave. —
Ardsley, PA 19038

T NEXT ISSUE:

March 12 & 19 (Deadline Mar. 4th)

Apnl 9&16 (Deadlme Apnl 1st)

- Daytime Phone _

Personal information Is not for publication




