AROUND TOWN

150-Year-0ld Former Nick Nack Shoppe

BY CAROL KALQOS, ST. ANDREWS RESIDENT WRITER AND WISSAHICKON VALLEY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESIDENT

This charming old house with the green shutters is located at
997 Skippack Pike, on the left, as we leave the country club. Its
owner used to sell ice cream from her front porch.

Built in 1872, the building has a stone foundation, partly
protected with stucco. The deeply recessed front door indicates
that the walls, covered with siding, are probably built of stone.

According to one of the prior residents, the house had a
front porch, half enclosed by windows and with its outside
entrance. Starting around 1949, her grandmother ran a little
store called the Nick Nack Shoppe from that porch. For decades,
it sold toys, candy and ice cream. The Breyers Ice Cream
Company supplied a lighted sign for the front yard. In the 1980s,
the property became the Dwyer real estate firm. When the
porch was removed is unknown, and the historical society is
searching for a photograph of the house with its porch.

Carol Kalos is a Saint Andrews resident and President of
the Wissahickon Valley Historical Society. It offers monthly
speakers, free and open to the public. For details about the

organization, please visit www.WValleyHS.org.
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Making home dreams
come true.

Whether it's a first home, an upgrade or downsize, or
refinancing questions, Marty Haenn can help with all your
mortgage lending needs.
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