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The October issue of the Stroll described the historic 
“Tall Oaks,” the house at 731 West Skippack Pike, 
presently a real estate office. It was first owned by 
the large DeHaven family, who purchased land from 
William Penn in Chester County and what is now 
Montgomery County. The first residents at what would 
become the vast “Tall Oaks” farm were Peter DeHaven 
and his wife Sidonia Levering (although women did not 
own land), and they started a prosperous family. Five 
generations of the DeHavens lived on the property.

In October of 1777, when Washington’s army of 
10,000 troops camped in this neighborhood (including 
today’s Blue Bell Country Club), records show that five 
DeHaven men were Patriot volunteers, according to 
Whitpain…Crossroads in Time (1977). An oak sapling 
was first mentioned in a 1742 deed to the land, and 
several colossal, old oaks line the lovely dwelling’s 
parking area today. 

The December Stroll will reveal more about the 
DeHavens and their home, “Tall Oaks.”

Carol Kalos, the author, is president of the Wissahickon 
Valley Historical Society, located at the 1895 Public 
School on Skippack Pike. There the society has a 
library, archives, and three floors of exhibits about our 
area’s local history. All are welcome! To visit, please 
email to info@WValleyHS.org
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George Washington’s 
Militia, 1777

Monday-Friday | 4-7 pm
Inside Or Outside At Our New Patio & Bar!

Monday-Friday | 4-7 pm
Inside Or Outside At Our New Patio & Bar!

Join Us For Happy Hour!
Monday-Friday | 4-7 pm

Inside Or Outside At Our Spacious Patio & Bar!

Join Us For Happy Hour!

Open every day for Lunch & Dinner • Sunday Brunch • Private Rooms Available

215.641.9000  •
602 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA 19422

Dr. Eva Doyle  |  Dr. Sarah Derr
The Shoppes at Village Square • 728 DeKalb Pike • Blue Bell, PA 19422

610-278-9026 • visionsource-optique.com

Comprehensive Eye Exams  Surgery Co-Management
Computer Vision & More

 
the Difference 
With Our 
Exceptional 
Eye Care!

S

Scan to easily schedule online!

AROUND TOWN

Framing Life’s Moments

Extensive Selection of Mats & Frames
Framing Done In-House

Art To Fit Your Style & Space

610.454.0785
ElainasFineArtGallery.com

314 W. Main Street

Stop in and see us today!


