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BOUTIQUE FOR PETS + DOG BATH
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AT L A S  O F  C A N T E R B U R Y,  a one-year-old Shih Tzu, 
isn’t bearing the heavens on his shoulders, as his 
mythological name would suggest. Instead, this 
tiny 10-pound fluff ball carries a name much larger 
than he is. How tiny is he? His legs are not long but 
he is very agile and strong as noted by his owners, 
Gari Silver and David Riccio. He runs up the stairs 
but is afraid to come down so he sometimes ends 
up stuck on the third floor until someone notices 
and has to get him.

According to Gari, Altas is a bundle of fun, sweet 
but protective at the same time. He is very social, 
loves being with people and playing with other dogs. 
When he’s not outside rolling in the grass, he’s inside, 
often looking to distract Gari from whatever she’s 
trying to focus on. He’ll bring her one of his toys as 
she’s working at her desk. Or, there was a time when 
Gari was packing to go on one of their trips to Florida, 
when Atlas emptied the suitcase, one item at a time 
until Gari came into the room to see why it was so 
quiet, and where her canine companion was.

Atlas is a wonderful traveler. On the plane to Florida, 
he rests quietly in his carrier under the seat in front of 
Gari. Once they arrive, Atlas loves to spend time on the 
lanai where he can see the two dogs next door. They look 
at each other through the screens, and Gari wonders what 
they’re thinking. 

Atlas is quite fast on his little feet, and has managed to catch 
a gecko; he’s probably relaxing on the lanai while keeping a 
sharp eye out for an opportunity to catch another one.

Atlas loves to walk and would do so ten times a day, says 
Gari. So, that gives you plenty of chances to see them while 
you’re out and about. Do stop and meet tiny Atlas, and his 
wonderful family.
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A Pocket-Sized Atlas
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At 602 Skippack Pike, across from the Blue Bell Inn (1743), 
stands one of Whitpain Township’s fine old stone buildings, now 
Panache Wood Fired Grill. Established in 1774, records show 
that, situated across from the White Horse Tavern (the Blue Bell 
Inn) and the Black Horse Tavern, it was originally called the Blue 
Horse Tavern. Although the structure has a modern addition, its 
front reveals its historic Georgian-style appearance with its attic 
dormers, two large chimneys, and shuttered windows. 

Whitpain Township: A Tricentennial Reflection notes that 
during the eighteenth century, the property belonged to the 
DeHaven family; then it was a private residence. Starting in 
1926, it became a series of eateries. “From the 1920s to 1950 
the rear of the building housed a popular establishment for 
young people, called The Chatterbox. It had a soda fountain, 
served food, and had a pinball machine. Guests later knew 

the building as Frank and Eddie’s Bar and Restaurant, Tommy 
Woodeshick’s Pier 37, La Sorda’s Restaurant, … in 2001, 
Marabella’s,” and later, L’Angolo Blue. Panache’s owners 
renovated the structure in 2004, and today it is a popular 
dining spot with an outdoor patio and wood-fired grill. Most 
importantly, the site remains a lovely historic landmark. 

Carol Kalos is president of the Wissahickon Valley 
Historical Society. Its headquarters, museum, and research 
archives are located at the 1895 School on Skippack Pike 
in Blue Bell. The historical society owns the one-room 
Franklinville School on Morris Road. Both appear in the 
National Register of Historic Places and are open to the 
public. Please email for details: Info@WValleyHS.org 
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A Blue Bell Landmark

Panache: Once the 
1774 Blue Horse Tavern
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