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theater curtains, oven mitts, firefighters’ 
uniforms, roofing shingles, and pipe 
covering; then the trains exported the 
products. During World War I, Keasbey 
and Mattison became the world’s largest 
manufacturer of asbestos! At the time, 
researchers did not know the health 
effects of asbestos, and the company’s 
900 workers (many brought from Italy) 
and their families would ultimately suffer 
from lung disease. (The company’s acres 
of asbestos waste still exist in Ambler, but 
the Environmental Protection Agency has 
covered them.)

With the company’s success, Keasbey 
retired to Europe, and Mattison took 
charge, providing low wages but offering 

One of our area’s most impressive 
landmarks is Ambler’s Lindenwold 
Castle. Local architect Milton Bean 
designed the mansion, built in 1890, 
for Dr. Richard Mattison (1851-1936). 
Mattison’s degree was in medicine, 
but he was most interested in creating 
“remedies” (over-the-counter medicines) 
until he accidentally discovered asbestos’ 
insulating and fireproof properties.

In 1881, with funding from his 
classmate from Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy, Dr. Henry Keasbey, Mattison 
moved their company, Keasbey and 
Mattison, from Philadelphia to the 
Ambler train station. Soon, trains brought 
asbestos from Quebec, Canada, to make 
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BY CAROL KALOS, PRESIDENT, WISSAHICKON VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

AROUND TOWN

• Planting • Mulch Installation • Landscape Design

& More!

Richard Falco
Owner Operator

FalcoLandscaping@yahoo.com

Make This Summer
Your Best Landscape Yet

PlanetPaintSolutions.com • 215.948.3747
planetpaintsolutions@gmail.com

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

• Full Service Interior
   & Exterior Painting
• Stucco Coating
• Deck Staining

Transforming homes with expert painting, exceptional
service, and attention to every detail.

WHERE CRAFTSMANSHIP MEETS COLOR.

Locally Owned &
Trusted for 40+ Years

Quick to respond,
thorough in detail,
reliable to the end.

484.231.1501
vonCbrewing.com

1210 Stanbridge Street, Suite 300,
Norristown

AT VON C BREWING COMPANY!

Happy Hour 4-6pm 
Wed & Thurs 
$1 Off All Pints

Outdoor Beer Garden
Food Trucks • Entertainment

Sip, Savor, & Socialize

SCAN FOR 
FOOD TRUCK 
SCHEDULE!

discounted rates for his workers’ water, 
electricity, stores, and housing, creating 
a “company town.” Although often aloof, 
he aided the area by adding streetlights 
and building Ambler’s library, an 
Opera House, and the Trinity Memorial 
Episcopal Church.

Next month’s Stroll Blue Bell will describe 
Mattison’s 40-room castle, Lindenwold.


